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Worksheet #7
When Pop Turned the World Upside Down 

Read the article “When Pop Turned the Art World Upside Down” and answer the following questions.

Define Postmodernism (Hint: use a dictionary and/ or browse the lecture presentations).  Why does the 
author of this article describe Pop Art as the first Postmodern movement?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Why did Pop Art shock the art world?  According to the article, what was Pop Art a response to? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

In a culture glutted with images, is originality not only impossible but beside the point?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



In what ways do Pop works attack Greenbergian formalism and Ab Ex ideals?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Why was Lichtenstein called “one of the worst artists in America” after his first gallery show?  Why did 
critic Arthur Danto call Andy Warhol “the nearest thing to a philosophical genius the history of art has 
produced?”

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

How did Pop  Art make art a part of popular culture?  Why is this ironic?  Describe and use at least three 
different works in support of your theory.

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________


