Gustave Courbet Inspired by the "complete expression of
b re a e rS human misery” in an encounter with an
old road worker in tattered clothes and

Th e Stone Painted in 1849 his young assistant

Courbet, much
like Caravaggio in

Courbet painted these ordinary people the S?Uﬂl’ltﬂﬂ I"Iﬂ"IIDEI"IT.I..IIT, vinlat&d [_‘U|EE of artistic

in an attempt to portray the French propriety by setting every deta il his lowborn workers'
people as a political entity. In this way wretched state before the viewer.

Courbet's republicanism showed through

in his work.

Courbet painted the
road workers
life size
ona
large
canvas
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