A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte

(Georges Seurat)
15841586

» Sasural used as his setiing a small seclion of ihe slongated istand in the Seine just beyond Pans’s
ity lirmits

» Sasural's canvaes incorporates 3 dogs, B boats, and 48 people who congregale on @ Sunday 10 &gy
and parade around in “naiure " The casi of modem characiers includés soldiers. boalsrs. tha
fashionably and casually dressed, the old and the young, families, couples, and singls men and
WACITHEN

Oil and Canvas

Using newly discoverad
optical and color theories,
Seurat rendered his subject by
placing tiny, precise brush
sirokes of different colors
close to one another so that

they blend &t a distance Af

critics subgequently named
A il

this technique Divisionism, or Pointillism The artist visited La Grande Jatte many times, making drawings

and more than 30 ol sketches 1o prepare for the final work 'With his precise method and technigue, Seural

conceived of his painting as a reform of Impressionism. The precise contours, geometnic shapes, and

mensured proporions and distances in Seurat’'s masterpiece (nol 10 MeAtion its menumental siee) contrast

significantly with the small, spontanecus canvases of Impressionism



