Photo 1 Name
History of Photography

You earned out of 10 possible points.

Methodology Flash #4
Using Formalism and Style as a Method

Read “Approaches to Art” from the book, Looking at Art by Laurie Schneider Adams. You may
also find the website, http://www.writingaboutart.org/index.html helpful.

Using the article and Artlex, define the terms:

Formalism =

Style =

What aspects of an artwork does a formalist approach consider?

When discussing the style of an artwork, what aspects of the work are considered?

What similarities does a formal consideration of an artwork have with a consideration of its style?

What distinguishes (or, differentiates) a discussion of a work’s form from a discussion of it’s style?



http://www.writingaboutart.org/index.html
http://www.writingaboutart.org/index.html

Find a photograph in your textbook with a clear form and style and provide caption information.
Identify ten of the photo’s formal elements, and ten of its stylistic elements below. Next, discuss
how the individual formal elements, along with the stylistic elements of the photograph, work to
convey meaning. In other words, interpret the photograph using its form and style.

Title, artist, date -

Formal Elements: Stylistic Elements:
1 1.
o 2.
3 3.
4 4.
5 5.
6. 6.
7 7.
8. 8.
9 9.
10. 10.




